
EVENT SCHEDULE PLANNER 2018-2019 
  

PROJECT/EVENT GSA SPEAKERS BUREAU 

  
 

Mick Gleason  760-793-6655 

Peggy Breeden  760-382-3563 

Peter Brown  760-677-9064 

  
 

DEMOCRATIC CLUB 3rd Saturday @ 11:30 China Lake Buffet Matthew 
Alexander 

760-382-3878 

RIDGECREST CHAMBER 2nd Tuesday @ 12:00 Historic USO Bldg. Suzette 
Caufield 

760-375-8331 

REPUBLICAN CLUB 2nd Flex Friday @ 12:00  Casey’s Steaks & 
BBQ 

Marlene Tracy 760-608-3548 

ROTARY CLUB Every Wednesday @ 
11:30  

Clarion Mary 
Lundstrom 

760-382-1991 
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DEMOCRATIC CLUB 6/16/18 3rd Saturday @ 11:30 Peggy Breeden 

RIDGECREST CHAMBER 7/10/18 2nd Tuesday @ 12:00 Peter Brown 

REPUBLICAN CLUB 8/24/18 2nd Flex Friday @ 12:00  Mick Gleason 

ROTARY CLUB Sept.  Every Wednesday @ 11:30 
(pick one monthly) 

Rotation Peter/Mick 
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INDIAN WELLS VALLEY 

GROUNDWATER AUTHORITY 
 

 
POLICY ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

MINUTES 
Kerr McGee Center 

100 W. California Avenue 
Ridgecrest, CA 93555 

Thursday May 31, 2018 
 

Members Present: 
Ed Imsand, Nick Panzer, Renee Westa-Lusk, West Katzenstein, Lyle Fisher, Donna Thomas,  

Don Zdeba, John Kersey, David Janiec 
Members Absent: 

Patricia Quist, Tim Carroll, Steve Godard, Rodney Stiefvater, Carol Wilson, Lorelei Oviatt, 
 Ryan Klausch 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER: 

The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Donna Thomas at 3:10p.m.  Chairperson Donna 
Thomas took the roll call for attendance.  A quorum was present at roll call with 7 out of 12 
voting members.  A quorum is 7 out of 12 voting members.                                                                                                    
 
2. APPROVAL OF MARCH 1, 2018 MEETING MINUTES                                                                    
                                                                                                                                                         
A motion to approve the March 1, 2018 meeting minutes was made by David Janiec and 
seconded by Ed Imsand. 
 
Passed 7 ayes: Imsand, Panzer, Westa-Lusk, Katzenstein, Fisher, Thomas, Janiec 
Abstentions 0 nays 0 
 
3. APPROVAL OF MARCH 29, 2018 MEETING MINUTES                                                                
                                                                                                                                                                      
A motion to approve the March 29, 2018 minutes was made by David Janiec and seconded by Ed 
Imsand.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
  
Passed 6 ayes: Imsand, Panzer, Katzenstein, Fisher, Thomas, Janiec                                                                           
Abstentions 1 Westa-Lusk  nays 0                                                                                                                                
 
4. DISCUSSION / APPROVAL OF FUTURE MEETING DATES FOR PAC 
 
June 7, 2018 5PM will be a public informational meeting regarding the groundwater pumping 
fee assessment the IWVGA wants to adopt at their Thursday June 21 meeting.  All PAC 
Members are asked to attend and participate in the discussion.                                          
 
PUBLIC COMMENT                                                                                                                         
Derek Hoffman Attorney for Meadowbrook Dairy (Member of the Public)  passed out proposed 
changes to the draft PAC/TAC meeting procedures from General Counsel Hall's Proposed 
PAC/TAC Procedures dated October 12, 2017.    He was requesting that the PAC Members direct  
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the PAC and TAC Chairpersons to request that the IWVGA Board approve the Proposed 
PAC/TAC Procedures at their next (or soonest possible) IWVGA meeting. 
Chairperson Donna Thomas offered to put Mr. Hoffman's PAC/TAC changed meeting 
procedures on the agenda for the next PAC meeting. 
Don Zdeba (PAC Member)  for clarification read out the bylaws on the descriptions of the PAC 
and TAC.  In their duties of description it specifically states about PAC Member voting 
privileges.  It states the TAC reaches consensus and mentions nothing about voting. 
West Katzenstein (PAC Member)  made a comment about consensus. 
Sophia Merk (Member of the Public)  made two comments: a) notice Mr. Steve Johnson the 
WRM is not at this meeting and b) she requests roll call be taken on attendance and all votes of 
the PAC. 
Stan Rajtora (Member of the Public) said voting is clearly stated in the bylaws regarding the PAC 
but it is not clear on voting by the TAC.   He recommended the bylaws need review as it is about 
one year since they were finalized.  He further recommended that the IWVGA Board eliminate 
this plethora of 3 lawyers down to 1. 
Elaine Mead (Member of the Public)  said the scheduling of meetings is ridiculous.  Having 
more than one meeting at the same time eliminates the public's access to attend all meetings. 
MOTION FOR NEXT MEETING DATE 
A motion by Renee Westa-Lusk and seconded by David Janiec to have the next PAC meeting on 
July 12 at 6PM.                                                                                                                                                                                                      
 
Passed 6 ayes: Panzer, Westa-Lusk, Katzenstein, Fisher, Thomas, Janiec                                                      
Abstentions 1 Imsand  nays 0 
 
Other meeting announcements: 
Thursday June 21 3PM  City Council Chambers meeting about the hydro geologic Model. The 
results of SKY TEM  will be presented along with the presentation of the Stanford Groundwater 
GAT Study. 
 
Friday July 20 9AM?  Meeting presenting roll out of  hydro geologic model of Stanford project 
this will be shared with the IWVGA                                                                                                                                                                                              
 
West Katzenstein (PAC Member)  asked what about a motion to request “not to have PAC and 
TAC meetings scheduled at the same time?                                                                                              
 
MOTION NOT TO HAVE PAC AND TAC MEETINGS SCHEDULED AT THE SAME 
TIME 
A motion stating “any meeting of the PAC or TAC should be scheduled so any member of the 
public can attend all meetings” was moved by West Katzenstein and seconded Lyle Fisher. 
 
Passed 7 ayes: Imsand, Panzer, Westa-Lusk, Katzenstein, Fisher, Thomas, Janiec 
 
David Janiec (PAC Member)  made the comment unless a meeting is an informational 
presentation only Members of the PAC should be seated in the fashion of a conference table 
where they can face each other. 
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5. REVIEW AND DISCUSSION OF ORDINANCE 02-18, RESOLUTION _18 
ESTABLISHING FOR THE IMPOSITION AND COLLECTION OF GROUNDWATER 
EXTRACTION FEES;  REVIEW OF MAY 17, 2018 GROUNDWATER PUMPING FEE 
DATA PACKAGE 
Chairperson Donna Thomas called for comment on the ordinance and resolution. The PAC 
Members were referred to the following in their agenda packets:                                                   
1) Memo Attorney Phil Hall Ordinance No. 02-18 recommendations to IWVGA Board              
2) Water Code 10730-10731 Financial Authority on which pumping fee is based on               
3)Memo from Attorney Phil Hall Resolution_-18- recommends no action by IWVGA Board       
4) Draft Frequently Asked Questions                                                                                                                                                   
5) CFCC and Notice of Funding Availability 
 
Don Zdeba (PAC Member) stated the decreased fee(May 17th pumping fee Data package)  is 
contingent on the IWVWD Board deciding not to seek reimbursement for their $500,000 cash 
advancement to get through cash flow shortage until the grant funding from the state comes in.       
David Janiec (PAC Member), Members of the Public Elaine Mead and Stan Rajtora all 
commented. 
Chairperson Donna Thomas asked is there anything in this ordinance that PAC wishes to 
consider for making a recommendation? 
Derek Hoffman Attorney for Meadowbrook Dairy(Member of the Public)  stated 1)SGMA 
requires before any fee be imposed on the rate payers the data supporting the need for the fee 
must be made public.  The public must get a data pack in time to make a recommendation.  2) the 
PAC could consider delaying the resolution to adopt the fee until well registrations come in.  3) 
he urged the PAC to deliberate on resolution imposing the fee. 
David Janiec (PAC Member)  stated the following points: 1) articulate what needs to be fixed, 2) 
how to talk to stakeholders effectively, 3) explain to rate payers are under state mandate required 
by laws, 4) what is the public's role in solving this water cost?, 5) cash flow runs out the end of 
July 31, 2018 if fee is not imposed, 6) how to articulate urgency of fee and consequences of not 
imposing the fee on rate payers,7) at present we are not proceeding down the proper 
communications to convince rate payers to pay the fee with punitive statements. 
Chairperson Donna Thomas asked why penalties are given out to early in the process? 
David Janiec(PAC Member) commented further with the following points: 
1)there is still the equity fairness of why not all water users in the valley must pay 
2) if there is not an alternative funding mechanism in place by August 1  what will happen      
3) a communication problem with engaging the public/rate payers- a) why do I care?,                                    
b) what is my involvement?                                                                                                                             
Don Zdeba(PAC Member) the threat of not implementing the pumping assessment fee comes 
from the seasonal time changes in pumping practices as the summer time ends the GA is running 
out of time to collect the summer fees which are the maximum pumping fees for the whole 
calendar year. 
Doreen Baker (Member of the Public) commented about not understanding why the GA is 
talking about administration, the GA not having too much foresight, deminimus users not being 
requiredto pay,  if want more public involvement you must communicate better. 
Josh Nugent of Mojave Pistachio (Member of the Public)  commented on the forthcoming June 7 
informational public meeting on the pumping fee assessment.  He mentioned a substantive                     
agenda and process is in order. 
Ed Imsand of Meadowbrook Dairy (Member of the Public)  said a mechanism of funding is 
needed.                                                                                                                                                 
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Claudia Ethun (Member of the Public) asked where could we expedite other ways of funding?      
Chairperson Donna Thomas stated a 50% advance could be gotten from the Prop. 1 funds that 
the IWVGA was awarded. 
David Janiec (PAC Member) and Anita Imsand Meadowbrook Dairy (Member of the Public) 
both commented. 
Nick Panzer (PAC Member)  made the following points: 
1)this is a relevant policy question 
2)who is bearing the burden of the fee? 
3)Who is bearing the benefits of the fee? 
4Borrowing money? 
5)Running out of funds the end of July                                                                                          
 
West Katzenstein(PAC Member)  said deminimus  users should be part of the fee structure.  It is 
too bad the state exempts deminimus users from being part of the rate payers.  I understand 
borrowing. 
Chairperson Donna Thomas spoke about CFCC(California Financing Coordinating Committee).  
There are funding fairs to help teach organizations about how to apply for low interest loans.  
The funding fairs in Southern California don't occur until August. 
Derek Hoffman Attorney for Meadowbrook Dairy (Member of the Public)  we never heard the 
board discuss any alternatives for funding.  I have asked several times that an array of all 
alternatives for funding of financing be considered by the GA.                                                          
Stan Rajtora (Member of the Public)  made a comment about the County should have the funds 
coming in because of the farmers drawing down the wells.  Supervisor Gleason does not concur.     
Don Zdeba, David Janiec (Members of the PAC) made comments. 
Sophia Merk (Member of the Public) she said there is a problem with doing away with CEQA.  
CEQA affects agriculture's ability to survive.  Some agriculture operations may be financially 
destroyed. 
Nick Panzer (PAC Member) said 1) the policy on fees should wait til the GSP is formed and 2) 
the alternative to a fee is a loan. 
 John Kersey (PAC Member) for the record Fox Canyon is charging $100/AFY.  They are headed    
towards adjudication.                                                                                                                                
Doreen Baker (Member of the Public)  we don't know the numbers of wells, we have no info on 
the wells.                                                                                                                                               
Anita Imsand (Member of the Public) made comments about the costs of the IWVGA and what 
the County of Kern has spent. 
Renee Westa-Lusk (PAC Member) called for point of order to advance the agenda as the meeting 
had already been in session for almost 1:40 minutes and we still have half the agenda left to 
cover.                                                                                                                                                    
Chairperson Donna Thomas appointed an ad hoc committee to discuss and make 
recommendations to the IWVGA Board on the pumping fee assessment ordinance 02_18, 
Resolution _18. on how they should :  
1)approach communication  to the public 
2) not focus on penalties 
3)look at all other options for funding the funding gap of the GA  
The Chairperson Donna Thomas stated she and David Janiec will send out an email to all PAC 
Members to contribute on the policy recommendations of the ad hoc committee. 
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6. DISCUSSION OF SPEAKER TEAM OUTREACH PLAN                                                                          
The following IWVGA Board Members have been designated by the IWVGA Board to be the          
speaker outreach team:                                                                                                                               
 
Peggy Breeden                                                                                                                                                
Peter Brown                                                                                                                                                  
Mick Gleason                                                                                                                                                     
 
David Janiec (PAC Member) gave the following recommendations: 
1) the speaker team needs MORE speakers 
2) there should be more meeting options for the speakers to engage the public at                        
3)the newspapers and other media venues should be given the speaker team's schedule 
                                                                                                                                                               
Nick Panzer (PAC Member) stated there are two key policy questions the PAC should have input 
on before any public workshops or meetings the speaker team engages in.  (These key policy 
questions were contained in the hand out Mr. Panzer passed out at the beginning of the PAC 
meeting.)  Mr. Panzer thinks the PAC should take a chance at answering the two key policy 
questions and then deliver the results to the GSA, TAC, and the WRM.  The two key policy 
questions Mr. Panzer sited as essential that the PAC answer before the speaker team engages the 
public are:                                                                                                          
1)What conditions indicate a significant and unreasonable decline in groundwater levels?  
2) How should we allocate sustainable yield to water uses?                                                                              
                                                                                                                                                                    
7. POAM REVIEW FOR PAC INPUT (Members referred to May 8, 2018 POAM DRAFT) 
The Chairperson Donna Thomas suggested the policy that anytime the TAC finishes a topic or 
project on the POAM schedule then the PAC should evaluate that topic for policy issues.                         
Nick Panzer (PAC Member) referred to his hand out stating his preference that the PAC get 
started answering the two key policy questions that he thought should be answered before any 
public engagement occurs with the speaker team in agenda item no. 5.  He further stated that the 
two key policy statements have a lot to do with line 40 of the POAM “discussion on initial 
sustainable management criteria” and that the PAC should be assigned to line 40. 
The Chairperson Donna Thomas stated the PAC should start with Best Management Practices as 
one of their tasks. 
Don Zdeba, David Janiec (PAC Members) both said that the PAC needs to have the data from the 
TAC discussions on the line items of each POAM before the PAC can make any policies for the 
GSP plan. 
Renee Westa-Lusk (PAC Member) said she agreed that line 40 of the POAM “discussion on 
initial sustainable management criteria” should be assigned to the PAC on the POAM.  She also 
stated the PAC needs the data from the TAC  before they can review any line item on the POAM 
in order to make policy. 
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8. FUTURE AGENDA  ITEMS                                                                                                                 
Chairperson Donna Thomas stated she will put the following on for future agenda items:                           
a) BMPs (Best Management Practices)                                                                                                             
b) Take on topic of Nick Panzer's hand out .                                                                                                      
c) Any documents going to the public should be sent to the PAC first for review prior to their 
release to the public. 
 
9. COMMITTEE MEMBER ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                         
 There were no announcements from the PAC Members. 
        
10. ADJOURN TO JULY 12, 2018 MEETING AT 6PM AT IWVWD BOARD ROOM 
The meeting was adjourned at 5:20PM with no objection by unanimous consent. 
 
REMINDER:  JUNE 7, 2018  5PM INFORMATIONAL MEETING ON PUMPING 
ASSESSMENT FEE AT INYOKERN SENIOR CITIZENS CENTER 
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